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QUARTERLY MEETING, January, 1809. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Jan. 31, 1809, — the members present were, Alden, 
J. Davis, Eliot, Emerson, Freeman, Harris, Holmes, 
McKean, Popkin, J. Winthrop, and T. L. Winthrop. 

Voted, That Judge Davis be requested to write memoirs of the Hon. 
Mr. Coffin * and of Mr. Lothrop, and that the Hon. John Q. Adams 
be requested to write memoirs of Governor Sullivan.t 

Voted, That the Librarian and Mr. McKean be a committee to take 
into consideration the state of the Library, and report such farther 
regulations respecting it as they shall think expedient, to be taken up 
at the annual meeting. 

Voted, That the Librarian give notice that the books of the Society 
must be returned on or before the first of April. 

Rev. John Pierce was chosen a Resident Member. 
The following donations have been made to the 

Society : — 

For the Collections : — 

An Account of the Capture of the Ship " Hope," ... by Captain 
Mugford, in June, 1776, with a List of Naval Commanders belonging to 
that town who distinguished themselves in the Revolutionary War. 
From John Prince, Esq. 

A file of Papers, containing a Letter of King Charles II. to Governor Win- 
throp, 1661 ; a Letter of Sir Edmund Andros, 1668 ; of Governor Coxe, 
1690; of Jeremiah Dummer, 1711; of William Bollan, Esq., 1750 and 
1758 ; and copy of a Letter to the Agents of the Colonies, 1758. From 
the Heirs of Thomas Fayerweather, Esq. 

An original Letter of Richard Henry Lee to Samuel Adams, Feb. 5, 1781. 
From a Friend.} 

Memoirs of Rev. Charles Morton, of Charlestown, by Rev. Dr. Holmes. 

* Judge Davis failed to write a memoir of Mr. Coffin. A notice, prepared 
for this volume by Mr. C C Smith, will be found on pp. 170-172. — Eds. 

t Judge Sullivan, late President of the Society, died on the 10th of Decem- 
ber, 1808. Mr. Adams did not write his memoir, but a brief notice of him, by 
James Winthrop, is in 2 Collections, I. 252-254. — Eds. 

1 This letter, and the two memoirs following, are in 2 Collections, I. 158, 
163, 186. — Eds. 
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Memoirs of Rev. John Lothrop, the first minister of Barnstable, by Rer. 

Dr. Lathrop. 
Obituary of the Town of Middleborough, by Hon. Isaac Thomson, Esq.* 
A Letter from Rev. Habijah Weld to Mr. Prince, being in answer to certain 

queries for his Annals ; an Historical Narrative of Newspapers in New 

Hampshire ; a file of Letters from Dr. Kennieot, Court de Gebelin, and 

Mr. Hollis ; an original Indenture, Thomas Danf orth on one part, John 

Davis and others, trustees, on behalf of New York, &c, 1684. From 

Rev. Timothy Alden, Jr. 
A curious Manuscript, in short hand, written in 1723, containing Texts, 

Heads of Sermons, &c. From Dr. Allman, of Halifax. 
For the Library : — 

Grotius de Origine Gentium Americanarum ; Historia Vinlandiaj, a Ther- 

modo de Torf eo, Historico Regio ; Histoire du Cap Breton ; Voyages 

aux Cotes du Chili, du Pe'rou, et Bre'sil, par M. Frezier, 1712, 1713, 1714; 

and Lawson's Voyages to South Carolina. From Mr. Obadiah Rich. 
Laws of the State of New York, three volumes, from Hon. Stephen Van 

Renssellaer, Esq. 
Documents of the First Session of the Tenth Congress, and Documents of 

the Session from November, 1808, to March, 1809. From Hon. Josiah 

Quincy, Esq. 
The Works of Fisher Ames, from Hon. George Cabot, Esq. 
Harris's Tour to the Territory north-west of the Alleghany Mountains; 

Volume of Sermons addressed to Freemasons ; and Sermon on the 

Landing of the Fathers at Plymouth, preached Dec. 22, 1808. From 

the author. 
Pharmacopoeia ; Report on Vaccination ; and Medical Papers, Nos. 1, 2, 

and 3. From the Massachusetts Medical Society. 
Georgical Papers, from the Trustees of the Agricultural Society. 
Adams's Defence of the American Constitutions, from Thomas Adams, Esq. 
Eulogy upon President McKeen, with the President's Inaugural Address ; 

and a Sermon preached at the Festival of John the Baptist, 1807. From 

the author, Rev. William Jenks. 
Humphrey's Account of the Missionary Societies, from Mr. Samuel Jenks. 
Holmes's Sermon before the Society for Propagating the Gospel, 1808 ; and 

Holmes's Fast Sermon, 1809. From the author. 
Buckminster's Sermon upon the Death of Governor Sullivan. From the 

author. 
Questio Physica Inauguralis de Somno, quam Eruditorum Examini subjecit 

Thomas Brown, Britannus ; Questio de Mania, Johannes Wharton, Vir- 

giniensis. From Rev. Charles Lowell. 
A volume of occasional Sermons, from Rev. William Emerson. 
Allen's Election Sermon, 1808 ; and Allen's Historical Sketch of Berkshire 

and the Town of Pittsfield. From the author. 
Norton's Discourse on 1 Tim. II. 4, from the author. 
Thomson's Reply to Norton's Sermon, and Relly's Cherubimical Mystery, 

from a Friend. 

* Printed in 2 Collections, II. 261. — Eds. 
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Josselyn's Rarities of New England, from Mr. Joseph Coggswell. 

Address of the Philadelphia Bible Society, and first Report read, May 1, 
1809 ; and Extracts from the Minutes of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of the United States, 1809. From Ebenezer 
Hazard, Esq. 

A collection of Pamphlets published by the Portland Committee of Safety, 
January, 1809, from Mr. Calvin Day. 

Wood's History of President Adams's Administration ; Rules and Orders of 
Massachusetts House of Representatives; Election Sermon, 1809; and 
Artillery Election Sermon, 1809. From a Friend. 

Review of the Works of Fisher Ames, Esq. ; Essay on the Rights of Nations 
relative to Fugitives from Justice ; Inadmissible Principles of the King 
of England's Proclamation, by the late President Adams ; and White's 
Oration, July 4, 1809. From David Everett, Esq. 

Remarkables of Dr. Increase Mather, from a Friend. 

Two volumes of Miscellanies, neatly bound ; volume of Manuscript Ser- 
mons, preached at the First Church in Boston, 1652 and 1653, written by 
Seaborn Cotton; Connecticut Election Sermons, 1801, 1802, 1803; First 
three numbers of the American Magazine, 1743 ; Report of the Opinion 
of the Court in the case of Penhallow versus Doane, 1795; and several 
Sermons and other Pamphlets, &c. From Rev. Timothy Alden. 

Dunbar's Ordination Sermon at Canton, with Historic Documents of that 
Town, from the author. 

Hancock's Election Sermon, 1722, from Rev. Thomas Gray. 

Two volumes of the Worcester Magazine ; thirty volumes of the Massa- 
chusetts Spy, neatly bound in seventeen. From Isaiah Thomas, Esq. 

Baring's Inquiry into the Orders of Council ; A Faithful Picture of New 
Orleans ; Gallatin's View of the Public Debt, &c. ; The Yankee Farmer's 
Inquiry about the Affair of the Chesapeake ; several Pamphlets relative 
to the same business; Embargo Laws; Pickering's Correspondence; 
Report of the Committee on the Exchange Bank, Rhode Island ; five 
Sermons before the Humane Society ; and Missionary and other Ser- 
' mons, to the number of twenty. From a Friend. 

Centinel, 1808, from Major Russell. 

Chronicle, 1808, from Adams & Rhoades. 

Palladium, 1808, from Young & Minns. 

Boston Gazette; 1808, from Russell & Cutler. 

Repertory, 1808, from Dr. John Park. 

Patriot, 1808, from David Everett, Esq. 

New York Spectator, 1808, from E. Belden & Co. 
For the Cabinet : — 

An Impression on Copper from the Gold Medal which was presented by 
Congress to Commodore Preble, from Hon. Robert Smith. 

Specimens of Sand, Marble, Schistus, Sulphuret of Iron, from various parts 
of the United States ; specimens of Gypsum, from St. George's ; Tour- 
maline, from Brattleborough ; Nautilus, and other Shells, from the 
Feejee Islands; Basement of a Pillar, from ancient Syracuse; speci- 
mens of Lava, from St. Vincent; a remarkable Knife, dug up at Wake- 
field, New Hampshire. From Rev. Timothy Alden. 
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Specimens of Garnet, found imbedded in a rock at Bedford, from Rev. 

Samuel Stearns. 
Part of the Monumental Stone erected in Sudbury, where an Indian battle 

was fought, 1676, from a Friend. 
A Silver Instrument for branding Negroes, from a Friend. 
Six Copper Coins of Roman Emperors ; ten Copper Coins of the United 

States; six Silver Coins of England; and Bills of the old Paper Money 

in 1714, and of Massachusetts and old Continental emission, from one 

dollar to twenty. From a Friend. 



The first article in the list of donations at this meet- 
ing is an account of the capture of the ship " Hope," 
by Captain Mugford, in June, 1776. The following 
letter, on file, without address, is probably the docu- 
ment referred to. — Eds.] 

" Boston, March l[4]th, 1808. 

" Sir, — Agreeably to your request, I will give you a short 
history of the capture of the ship ' Hope,' by Captain James 
Mugford. 

" In June, 1776, General Ward commanded the American 
forces stationed in this State. His headquarters were at 
Boston. Captain Mugford came to the General, and in- 
formed him that he could in a very short time equip the 
schooner ' Franklin,' of seventy tons, then lying at Marble- 
head, and put four or six six-pound cannon on board, and ship 
eighteen or twenty men. He therefore desired the General 
to commission him to cruise for the enemy's ships, believing 
that he could capture some of them. 

" General Ward replied that no blank commissions had yet 
been received from Congress, but he expected some in a few 
days ; and, as soon as they arrived, a commission should be 
given him. Captain Mugford was desirous to sail immedi- 
ately. I being at that time aide-de-camp and secretary to 
the General, I observed to him that an Order, in the form 
we gave to an officer of land forces, might answer in order to 
protect Captain Mugford from being treated as a pirate, in 
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case he should be taken by the enemy. The General replied 
that I might write such an Order. Accordingly, I wrote the 
following : — 

" ' To Captain James Mugford, 

of Marblehead, in Massachusetts. 
" ' Sir, — You are hereby authorized and directed to take the com- 
mand of the schooner " Franklin," now lying in the harbor of Marble- 
head, and proceed to sea, to capture, sink, burn, or destroy all British 
ships and vessels, of every kind ; conforming in all your acts and 
doings to the Resolves of Congress for the government of the Ameri- 
can armed vessels, a copy of which is annexed to this Order. 
" ' Given at Boston, this day of June, 1776. 

" ' Artemas Ward, Major-General. 
" ' By the General's command. 

" ' Joseph Ward, Aide-de-camp and Secretary.' 

" Captain Mugford went immediately to Marblehead, 
equipped and manned his schooner, and sailed. The third 
or fourth day he fell in with the British store-ship ' Hope,' of 
three hundred tons, armed with more and heavier guns than 
the schooner carried, and with about the same number of 
men. Captain Mugford immediately bore down upon and 
boarded the ship, sword in hand. She struck her colors. 
Being then in the Bay, Captain Mugford made sail to bring 
her into Boston harbor ; but, as a British man-of-war then 
lay at anchor above the light-house, as soon as the prize-ship 
was discovered coming in I ran down to the Long Wharf, 
and ordered a floating battery to proceed immediately to aid 
in defending the prize from the man-of-war's tender and boats. 
Captain Mugford soon arrived safe with his ship. Besides a 
great quantity of other military stores, the ship contained 
fifteen hundred half-barrels of powder. This was of immense 
worth to our country, as our armies were almost destitute, 
and it was then impossible to import powder, or obtain it by 
any other means than taking it from the enemy. Such was 
the extreme want of powder at that time to defend the 
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country, that I believe if the prize-ship had been full loaded 
with gold and diamonds it would not have caused equal joy, 
nor been of equal value to the United States. 

" The name and merit of Captain Mugford ought to be 
immortalized in America. This country owes, in some de- 
gree, its independence to him ; and no one can calculate what 
might have been the consequences from want of powder, if 
his enterprising spirit had not led him to the gallant attack 
and capture of that ship.* 

And to the immortal honor of Marblehead it ought to be 
for ever remembered that, while she" suffered more by the war 
than almost any other town in New England, her gallant sons 
were distinguished by sea and land for their heroic valor. I 
have often witnessed their merit, and have regretted that 
Government has done so little for Marblehead. Most cer- 
tainly justice requires from the Government some distin- 
guished marks of favor to that town. 

" I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

" Joseph Ward. 

" Among the naval heroes of Marblehead who received 
their first commission from General Ward, I remember, with 
great respect, Captain Tucker, who was distinguished by 
many gallant enterprises during the Revolutionary War; 
also, Captains John Sellman, Manly, and Broughton." 



ANNUAL MEETING, April, 1.809. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
April 27, 1809, — the members present were, Alden, 

* In another engagement, in the harbor, soon afterward, Captain Mugford 
lost his life. See Force's Archives, fourth series, VI. 494, 496, 532, 929 ; Gor- 
don's American Revolution, II. 264, 265. — Eds. 
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Eliot, Emerson, Harris, Holmes, McKean, Pierce, and 
T. L. Winthrop. 

Mr. McKean was chosen Recording Secretary pro 
tern. 



CHRISTOPHER GORE was chosen 

JOSIAH QUINCY 

JOHN ELIOT 

JAMES FREEMAN 

TIMOTHY ALDEN, Jr. 

JOSEPH McKEAN 

JAMES WINTHROP 

JOHN DAVIS 

REDEORD WEBSTER 

WILLIAM EMERSON 

JOHN T. KIRKLAND J 



President. 

Treasurer. 

Corresponding Secretary. 

Recording Secretary. 

Librarian. 

Cabinet-Keeper. 



► were chosen . Standing Committee. 



The Committee chosen at the last meeting to frame 
additional Laws respecting the Library, reported ; but, 
as the number of members present was so small, it was 
voted to postpone a decision till the adjournment. 

Voted, That the Librarian and Cabinet-Keeper procure a new lock, 
with two keys, which they are to keep, agreeably to Article V. of the 
Constitution. 

Voted, That the same be a committee to request Mr. Turell to re- 
turn all articles in his possession belonging to this Society ; and that 
they take all proper measures to obtain the same. 

Voted, That the Recording Secretary and Rev. Mr. Harris be a 
committee to prepare a copy of the Constitution and Laws of the 
Society, as altered and amended by any regular votes, to be annexed 
to the tenth volume, so that the members may know the statutes actu- 
ally in force. 

Nominations : Rev. John Basset, of Albany, a Corre- 
sponding Member, by Mr. Alden ; Rev. John Disney, 
D.D., of London, a Corresponding Member, by Dr. 
Eliot ; Hon. John Marshall, Chief Justice of the United 
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States, of Richmond, Virginia, a Corresponding Mem- 
ber, by Mr. McKean. 

Voted, To adjourn to Thursday of next week, then to meet at four 
o'clock P.M. 



ADJOURNED MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
held by adjournment, May 4, 1809, — the members 
present were, Alden, Bartlett, Dexter, Eliot, Emerson, 
Harris, McKean, Pierce, and T. L. Winthrop. 

Mr. McKean was chosen Recording Secretary pro 
tern. 

The Report of the Library Rules was taken up again, 
and accepted. The Laws of the Society, as altered and 
amended by this Report and other regular votes, are as 
follows : — 

Laws of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

Article I. — Each member shall pay eight dollars at the 
time of his admission, and two dollars annually, to create a 
fund for the benefit of the institution. And any member 
shall be exempted from the annual payment of two dollars, 
provided he shall, at any time after six months from his 
admission, pay to the Treasurer thirty-four dollars, in addi- 
tion to what he had before paid.* 

Art. II. — All elections shall be made by ballot. 

Art. III. — Nominations of Corresponding Members may 
be made by the members of the Society ; but no member shall 
nominate more than one candidate at the same meeting, and 

* On the 27th of August, 1811, an addition was made to this Article. — Ens. 
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all nominations shall be made at a meeting previous to that 
at which the ballot is to be taken. 

Art. IV. — There shall be four stated meetings of the 
Society in each year; namely, on the last Thursdays of 
January, April, and October, and on the day before Com- 
mencement. And occasional meetings shall be convened on 
due notification by the President, or, in case of his absence, 
by one of the Secretaries, on the application of any two of 
the members. 

Art. V. — There shall be annually chosen, at the meeting 
in April, a President, a Recording Secretary, a Correspond- 
ing Secretary, a Treasurer, a Librarian, a Cabinet-keeper, 
and a Standing Committee of five. 

Art. VI. — At the request of any two members present, 
any motion shall be deferred to another meeting for farther 
consideration, before it is finally determined, and shall then 
be taken up. 

Art. VII. — All accounts shall be kept in dollars and 
cents. 

Art. VIII. — Five members present shall be a quorum for 
all purposes, excepting those of making alterations in, or 
additions to, the Laws and Regulations of this Society, and 
the election of members. 

Art. IX. — No alterations in, or additions to, the Laws and 
Regulations of this Society shall be made, unless there are 
eight members present ; and no member shall be chosen un- 
less there are nine members present at the election, and unless 
two-thirds of the members present vote for his admission. 

Art. X. — Members who are chosen in other States and 
countries shall not be required to make contribution with the 
members who are chosen of the Commonwealth. 

Laws regulating the Standing Committee. 

Article I. — All nominations of Resident Members shall 
be made by the President and Standing Committee, at one 
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meeting at least previous to that at which the ballot is to be 
taken. 

Art. II. — The Standing Committee shall regulate all the 
common expenses of the Society, and make the necessary 
provision of such small articles as may be wanted, and shall 
have power to draw on the Treasurer to defray the expense. 

Art. III. — They shall aid the Librarian and Cabinet- 
keeper, when they shall require it, in the arrangement of 
the books, pamphlets, maps, and manuscripts, and in the 
disposition of curiosities belonging to the cabinet, and shall 
especially attend to the preservation and binding of books 
and pamphlets. 

Art. IV. — They shall frequently inspect the Records, and 
inquire whether all the orders of the Society are carried into 
effect with precision and promptitude. 

Art. V. — They shall inquire for, and endeavor to ob- 
tain, on the best terms, for the benefit of the Society, manu- 
scripts, books, and articles of curiosity. 

Art. VI. — They shall meet in the week previous to each 
stated quarterly meeting of the Society, and arrange and 
prepare such business as may be a subject for the Society's 
attention. The Recording Secretary shall notify to the Stand- 
ing Committee their stated meetings.* 

Laws regulating the Library and Museum. 

Article I. — All books which are presented to the Library 
shall be accepted with thanks, and also every curiosity for the 
Museum. 

Art. II. — American coins and curiosities shall be kept by 
themselves, in the best part of the cabinet. 

* On the 25th of August, 1812, the words " in the week " were stricken out 
of this Article ; " the President " substituted for " the Recording Secretary " ; 
and a new Article relating to the mode of notifying the meetings of the Society 
by the Recording Secretary was added. — Eds. 

14 
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Art. III. — At every quarterly meeting a catalogue of the 
books, pamphlets, manuscripts, and maps shall be produced 
by the Librarian, and a catalogue of the curiosities by the 
Cabinet-keeper ; and every member shall, in person, if pres- 
ent, and in writing, if absent, give an account of the books 
and manuscripts, or whatever article belonging to the Society, 
he may have in his possession. 

Art. IV. — Once in every year, previous to the spring 
meeting, the Standing Committee shall inspect the Library 
and Museum, and report the state of every article at that 
meeting, and what books are particularly wanted. 

Art. V. — There shall be two keys to the Society's room, 
one of which shall be kept by the Librarian, and the other by 
the Cabinet-keeper, to be by them delivered to no person 
except one of the members. 

Art. VI. — No book shall be taken from the Library but 
with the knowledge of the Librarian, who shall make a record 
of the same. A member shall not have more than three 
books at a time, unless by special leave obtained by a vote of 
the Society. He shall not retain any volume longer than four 
weeks, but may renew the same once ; after which, the same 
person shall not have the same books for three months, unless 
by special leave of the Standing Committee. Members living 
more than ten miles from Boston may renew their books with- 
out personal application. No manuscripts shall be taken out 
of the Library but in the presence of the Librarian. 

Art. VII. — The sixth article shall not prevent the Com- 
mittee annually chosen to superintend the publications of the 
Society from taking out of the Library, with the knowledge 
of the Librarian, as many books and papers as they may 
want. 

Art. VIII. — Newspapers and maps shall not be allowed 
to be taken out of the Librarj', except by the Publishing 
Committee. 

Art. IX. — Fines for the breach of the sixth article shall 
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be at the weekly rate of ten cents for every book less than 
an octavo ; twenty, for an octavo ; thirty, for a quarto ; and 
forty, for a folio. 

Art. X. — An application in writing, left with the Libra- 
rian, shall secure any volume or set for a fortnight after it 
may be returned to the Library ; and, if more than one such 
application be made, they shall be answered in the order of 
their respective dates. 

Art. XL — If books or manuscripts be requested for 
public uses, or for the peculiar benefit of persons whom the 
Society is disposed to oblige, the application shall be made to 
the Librarian, through the medium of some member, who 
shall be responsible in a written obligation for the return of 
each article borrowed, within such time as shall be stipulated 
by the Librarian, not exceeding three months. 

Art. XII. — All persons who take books from the Library 
shall be answerable for any injury to the same, which shall be 
estimated by the Standing Committee. 

Art. XIII. — The privilege of using the Library shall be 
suspended, as respects the person who neglects to pay any 
fines or assessments for damages longer than one month after 
he shall have received notice from the Librarian. 

Art. XIV. — It shall be the duty of the Librarian to 
attend at the library, or to procure some member to attend in 
his stead, on the afternoon of each Thursday, at three o'clock 
P.M., for the accommodation of the members. And it is un- 
derstood and expected that the members will regulate them- 
selves accordingly. 

Art. XV. — All pamphlets shall be bound, except dupli- 
cates, which shall be kept by themselves, and triplicates shall 
be exchanged. 

Art. XVI. — All manuscripts shall be distinctly marked 
and numbered, and kept in cases of paper, which shall also 
be numbered, and the contents of each registered. 

Art. XVII. — Every present received shall be recorded, 
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and an account of it rendered at the next meeting of the 
Society. 

Art. XVIII. — A printed ticket shall be pasted on the 
inside of the cover of each book, signifying that it is the 
property of the Society ; and also the name of the donor, if 
it be a present. 

Voted, That the foregoing articles shall be the statute laws of the 
Society, any votes and customs to the contrary notwithstanding.* 

Voted, That Dr. Eliot, Mr. Harris, Mr. Alden, and Mr. McKean 
be a committee to designate and form a catalogue of such books and 
papers as may not be taken from the Library without the special per- 
mission of the Standing Committee. 

* These new By-Laws prescribed some changes. The quarterly or stated 
meetings of the Society were now directed to be held on the last Thursday of 
the month, instead of Tuesday ; excepting one of them, which was to be held 
on the day preceding Commencement. Some new directions were given respect- 
ing the Library, whose constant growth, united to the increase of members, 
demanded greater facilities for its use. It will be understood that the rooms of 
the Society, up to this time, were not kept open. The earliest rules provided 
that the key should be kept with Dr. Belknap ; and he was authorized to de- 
liver it to any member desiring to visit the Library, who had liberty to select 
himself the books he wished to take out, not exceeding three at a time, of which 
he was to leave a record with his name on a slate kept for that purpose. This 
record the Librarian was required, at his next visit to the Library, to copy into 
a book. 

Three years later, in 1794, it was ordered that two keys should be pro- 
vided, — one to be deposited with the Librarian, and one with the Cabinet- 
Keeper, — and members taking out books were required to leave a receipt for 
them in a receipt book to be kept for the purpose. According to the new rules, 
now before us, it will be seen that the Librarian, or his substitute, is required 
to be in attendance at the Library on the afternoon of each Thursday, at three 
o'clock, for the accommodation of the members, and members are requested to 
regulate themselves accordingly. That no book shall be taken out of the 
Library without the knowledge of the Librarian, who shall make a record of 
the same. These rules are retained in the By-Laws of 183-3, by which it will 
be seen that up to this time no provision was made for keeping the Library 
open, except for a portion of one day only in the week. It was some time even 
after this late date that arrangements were made for the daily opening of the 
Library. 

This code of By-Laws was printed in Vol. X. of the Collections, issued 
this year. With the alterations and additions indicated, and including a rule 
adopted in January, 1797 (ante, p. 105), perhaps accidentally omitted here, it 
was also printed in Vol. L of the second series, issued in 1814. — Eds. 
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Voted, That Dr. Eliot, Mr. Alden, and Mr. McKean be a committee 
to prepare lists of preachers on the General Election, Artillery Elec- 
tion, and Convention, marking such of the sermons as the Society pos- 
sess, which they shall endeavor to have inserted as appendices to the 
next sermons on those occasions. 



QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Aug. 29, 1809, — the members present were, J. Davis, 
Eliot, Emerson, Gore, McKean, Prince, Quincy, Spooner, 
Tudor, Whitney, and T. L. Winthrop. 

Joseph McKean was chosen Kecording Secretary 
pro tempore. 

Mr. T. L. Winthrop, Mr. Bulfinch, and Dr. Webster 
were chosen a committee to consult with the proprietors 
of the Boston Library, and, in conjunction with them, 
effect any repairs which they may consider requisite and 
proper to render the roof tight and secure. 

Rev. John Basset, of Albany, Rev. John Disney, 
D.D., of London, and Hon. John Marshall were chosen 
Corresponding Members. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to the General 
Court for their Order, passed June 8, 1809, viz. : — 

" Ordered, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth, the Clerks 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, be respectively author- 
ized and directed to furnish the President of the Historical Society 
with two copies of any publication, the property of the Common- 
wealth, which they may now have, or which may be made hereafter 
by each branch of the Legislature ; provided, a sufficient number be 
reserved in all cases for the use of the Government." 

Voted, That Judge Davis, Mr. Quincy, and Mr. McKean be a com- 
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mittee to consider and report means for reprinting the deficient vol- 
umes, and make report at the next meeting. 

Voted, That this Society entertain a high sense of the value of the 
accurate and elaborate index to the ten volumes of their Collections, 
which has been executed in so admirable a manner by their Eecording 
Secretary ; and that, for this and his other disinterested and liberal 
services, the Society express their grateful acknowledgments to their 
esteemed associate. 



QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Oct. 26, 1809, — the members present were, Alden, 
J. Davis, Eliot, Emerson, Freeman, Hazard, Holmes, 
McKean, Pierce, Quincy, Wallcut, and J. Winthrop. 

Voted, That a set of the ten volumes of the Historical Collections 
be sent to the New York Historical Society, and that the Correspond- 
ing Secretary be requested to write a letter to the Corresponding Sec- 
retary of the New York Society on the subject. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Rev. Timothy 
Alden, Jr., for his extraordinary labors and eminent services as Libra- 
rian, which office he has this day resigned. 

Voted, That the ten volumes of the Collections be presented to Mr. 
Alden. 

Joseph McKean was chosen Librarian for the re- 
mainder of the year. 

Voted, That the Committee chosen at the last meeting to consider 
means for reprinting the deficient volumes of the Collections be 
allowed farther time, and that they report at the next meeting of the 
Society. 

Voted, That the Librarian be authorized to dispose of one set of the 
Collections to the Philadelphia Library. 



